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songs and jazz-crooning imported from the
States.
The first quarter of this century, indeed, may
be known to history as London's American
Phase, since the major part of the many and
rapid changes it has suffered may be traced to
America. Our tube railways we owe to America.
The bulk of our entertainment is American in
quality and largely in personnel. All our latest
hotels derive from American models. Our
snack-bars and all-night supper-stands are
pirated from America. Our electric night-signs
are an American idea. Our street songs are
American. Our popular press models itself
upon American journalism, and on our book-
stalls English periodicals lie smothered and half-
seen under piles of American magazines. Our
newest buildings, where they are not German
or Swedish, are American. Our one-way streets
and automatic traffic controls are American.
Where we knew little individual shops we now
find giant Stores, run on the American plan;
and the threepenny and sjxpenny store is so
much a feature of almost every large street,
both in and out of London, that we almost
forget its American origin. The new verve of
our social occasions, and' the mixing of all
classes, are American traits. Even the country
has not escaped, and on the main roads outside
London, where we used to findL English inns,